Menu Print

ame

Class Date

M O D ERN E ARTH S CI ENCE

Section 28.3
Formation of the Solar System

Choose the one best response. Write the letter of that choice in the space provided.

1. The process of photosynthesis increases the amount of which gas in the earth’s

atmosphere?
a. nitrogen b. carbon dioxide
¢. oxygen d. water vapor

—___ 2. The inner planets may have lost their original atmospheres of lighter gases because of
an intense solar:

a. wind. b. flare. ¢. prominence. d. nebula.
3. Which of the following planets originated from one of the four protoplanets closest to
the sun?
a. Uranus b. Mars ¢. Saturn d. Pluto

Major Components of the
Earth’s Atmospheres

___ 4. Which of the following gases is indicated by the

First Present Dl ;!
blank line in this table?

Atmosphere | Atmosphere

a. helium b. ammonia

hydrogen nitrogen . .
ydroe & ¢. methane d. carbon dioxide

oxygen

5. Which of the following is the approximate percentage of the matter in the solar nebula
that became part of the sun?

a. 38% b. 55% c. 73% d. 9%

Complete each statement by writing the correct term or phrase in the space provided.

6. The hypothesis that the sun and planets formed out of the same cloud of dust and gas was

proposed by a mathematician named
7. As the earth’s atmosphere developed, much of the carbon dioxide that was present in the

atmosphere was absorbed by the

8. Astronomers have described Pluto as an ice ball of frozen gases and

9. The large outer planets that retained much of their original atmospheres are called

10. The small bodies of matter that eventually formed protoplanets are called
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